[Study advancement of calpain and apoptosis following cerebral ischemia].
Calpains, calcium-activated cysteine proteases with a neutral pH optimum, lead to degration of cystoskeletion and structural protein, and delayed neuronal death. The activation of calpains contribute to apoptosis. Calpain inhibitors provide a novel and potential treatment for cerebral ischemia due to improvement of cerebral infarct and ischemia.